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Who Represents “Disabled People”?

An Analysis of the Governmental Disability
Committee and Its Implications for the Political
Participation of Disabled People in Taiwan

Heng-hao Chang, Yueh-ching Chou, Chun-hsien Chen, and Chong-an Chen

Abstract

Participation in the public sector is an important element of disabled people’s
political rights. This paper explores the composition and practices of governmental
disability-related advisory committees in Taiwan’s central and local governments.
We used documentary analysis, focus groups, and in-depth interviews in our
research, finding that the percentage of disabled people in governmental disability-
related advisory committees is very low; usually there are only one or two disabled
committee members, in most instances with physical disabilities. Furthermore,

there are no transparent criteria for the selection of disabled committee members.

Heng-hao Chang is a professor at the department of sociology, National Taipei University. He
received his PhD. in Sociology, from University of Hawaii, Manoa. His research areas include
disability studies, social movement and sociology of health. His current research focuses on
vernacularization and location of Convention of Rights for Persons with Disabilities.

Yueh-ching Chou has a PhD in Social Work from the University of Minnesota in the US and is
currently a professor in the Institute of Health and Welfare Policy at the NYMU. Her research work
is done in close co-operation with disabled activists, parents and practitioners, and focuses, e.g., on
supporting people with disabilities in the community, quality of life, independent living, personal
assistance and reconciliation between paid work and unpaid caring among mothers of children with
ID. Her recent studies employ an inclusive and emancipatory research paradigm in which disabled
people are in the leading position.

Chun-hsien Chen is a social worker at the department of social welfare, Taipei city government.
He received his master's degree from National Yang-ming University. His current research focuses
on the experiences of using technology among people with disabilities.

Chong-an Chen received his master’s degree from department of sociology, National Taipei
University. His research focuses on community development and local identity construction.

© 2020 by Taiwan Foundation for Democracy



136 KEBREZF) H+E5 - F=M (2020%64)

Accessibility and support are also rarely taken into account in these committees. In
Taipei’s new direct election system, the Taipei city government has increased the
number of disabled committee members and broadened coverage of different types
of disabilities. However, many disabled persons still question the practices of direct
election. Finally, this paper suggests that to further promote the civic participation
of disabled persons in public policy, the government should increase the number
of disabled people in governmental disability-related advisory committees, ensure
a democratic selection mechanism, empower disabled people’s organizations, and
provide accessibility and support for the participation of disabled people in public
policies. A democratic, diverse, and accessible governmental committee will further

support and protect the rights of persons with disabilities.

Keywords: Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, political par-
ticipation, accessibility, disabled people’s organization, political and

public life.
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