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This paper discusses the carework of teachers’ assistants in Taiwan’s
special education system. Adopting an institutional ethnographic
perspective and starting from these assistants’ experiences, we have
analyzed their work knowledge and presented their working conditions
and professional status as teachers’ assistants in intimate contact with their
handicapped students. Our study found that Taiwan’s special education
system has a unique position in the government of the institutions, one
which is intertwined with a division of labor according to gender and
professionalism. In the name of professionalism, with the special education
law and regulations as guides and mediation in the division of labor
between “mind” and “body” work, the teachers’ assistants are assigned
to care for the students’ bodies and to do the “dirty work.” Teachers’

assistants thus compensate for the deficit of care to support students with
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disabilities; and they form the lower ranks in the stratified structure of the

special education system in Taiwan.

Keywords: special education assistants in Taiwan, carework, institutional

ethnography, gender, professionalism





