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On Taiwan’s Level of Urbanization

Su-Jen Huang
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Abstract

Urbanization levels are essential indicators in the comparative studies of
social change. Yet so far no long-term data of the urbanization levels in
Taiwan is available. This paper sets out to bridge this gap in Taiwan’s social
research. We assess the statistics of rural-urban settlements in the past
century, and compute a set of urbanization levels that can be used in long-
term studies. It is found that population statistics is available for computing
urbanization level of the 1900-1939 period. For the post-war era no rural-
urban settlement statistics are available. However, statistics from the urban
planning administration can be used effectively to estimate the number of
cities with 10000 or more habitants and their share of the population since
1951, and the number of cities with 5000 or more habitants and their share of
the population since 1975. With the above findings, an urbanization trend of
twentieth-century Taiwan is constructed. |

Key Words: City, Level of Urbanization, Rural-Urban Settlement,
Comparison



